BOOK REVIEWS. 


Surgery of Genito-Urinary Organs. By J. W. S. Gouley, 
M.D., New York City. Rcbman Company, New York, 1907. 

After fifty years of surgical work, dealing with a class of 
patients in Bellevue Hospital in which urological disease is ram¬ 
pant, Dr. Gouley has gathered together in this volume the ex¬ 
perience of these years. Dr. Gouley has written many papers 
upon various subjects but this is the first book which has been 
published by him. To the beginner in the study of the diseases 
of the genito-urinary organs, the book is of special value because 
it treats of the subject almost entirely from a clinical standpoint. 
The work consists of brief annotations on the nature, diagnosis 
and treatment of some of the diseases of the genito-urinary or¬ 
gans that come within the province of surgery’. The book is by no 
incans a systematic treatise on genito-urinary surgery; it treats 
simply of the surgical diseases of the urethra, prostate and blad¬ 
der, and is practically a collection of the papers read and pub¬ 
lished by the author at various times during the course of his 
work. The book is delightful reading to one interested in this 
branch of surgical endeavor and it abounds in truths and prac¬ 
tical suggestions, although the domain of the clinical pathologist 
has been sadly but purposely neglected. Those who are entering 
upon this work would do well to pause and read the conclusions 
of a surgeon of Dr, Goulcy's vast experience. 

Paul Pilcher. 

Surgical Diseases of the Chest. By Carl Beck. Philadel¬ 
phia: P. Blakiston’s Son & Co., 1907. ix, 371 pp. Illus¬ 
trated 8vo. 

A review of the book naturally falls into three portions:— 

1. The Anatomy. 

2. Those surgical conditions that occur in this region but 
also in other parts of the body. 

3. The conditions that occur in the chest region exclusively 
and merit a special treatise. 
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SURGICAL DISEASES OF THE CHEST. 
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The author devotes one-seventh of the book to anatomy. 
This part conforms to the standard text-books on anatomy and 
the illustrations are from Morris. 

The second part takes up in a superficial way such diverse 
subjects as Hodgkins disease, spina bifida, kyphosis, fractures, 
carbuncles, burns, etc., and the ordinary details of the steriliza¬ 
tion of the surgeon's hands. The author also considers sub- 
phrenic abscess and cervical rib, which are not strictly diseases 
of the chest. 

I11 the third portion of the book, to which the surgeon nat¬ 
urally turns, the subject of pyothorax is treated at length. The 
author advises the use of his special periosteotome, rib shears 
and pleural speculum. After a subperiosteal resection of the rib 
and slow evacuation of the pus, he introduces the finger, or 
sponges on holders, or a blunt spoon through the pleural specu¬ 
lum into the pleural cavity to remove all fibrinous masses and 
irrigates with salt solution. He then stitches the costal pleura 
to the skin with four silk sutures and packs the cavity with sev¬ 
eral yards of a narrow strip of 3 per cent, iodoform gauze, dis¬ 
pensing with the use of rubber drainage tubes. Then follows 
an extensive argument to prove that his method is more satis¬ 
factory than those in general use, in the ordinary acute cases. 

For chronic pyothorax he gives the history of the develop¬ 
ment of the more radical operations now employed to combat 
this condition. The other surgical intra-thoracic diseases he 
treats in brief. 

The book closes with a consideration of the diseases of the 
mamma. 

The X-ray illustrations are in part new and in part from the 
author’s recent work on the “ Roentgen Ray in Diagnosis.” 

Walter C. Wood. 



